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Welcome

After you view this presentation, 
please tell us what you think!

Take the survey at 
ladot.lacity.org/western

http://ladot.lacity.org/western


Introduction
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Project Area

Western Ave from MLK Jr Blvd to Century Blvd (4.5 miles)
Goal: Develop a project that incorporates comprehensive traffic safety and 
quality of life improvements for everyone who uses the street.



Safety Issues

Crash Trends (2010-2019)



Safety Issues

Crash Trends (2010-2019)



Community Engagement: What We Heard
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Community Engagement: What We Heard

What is your experience riding a bike on or around Western?



Community Engagement: What We Heard



Project Strategies

● Slow cars down to reduce the 
likelihood of severe injury and 
death from a crash

● Provide more frequent 
opportunities for safe 
crossing 

● Improve visibility and driver 
compliance at pedestrian 
crossings

● Reduce driver weaving, sudden 
stops, and unprotected turns

● Increase accessibility on the 
street for older adults, families, 
and others

● Improve comfort and sense of 
safety while walking and 
waiting at bus stops



Proposed Concepts
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Project Features

Curb Extensions

● Expansion of the sidewalk at the corners of 
the intersection.

● Slows down approaching vehicles and 
encourages slower and more careful turns.

● Shortens crossing distance and increases 
visibility for pedestrians.

● Creates more space for curb ramps leading 
into crosswalks.

● Have been shown to reduce crashes by 30%.



Bus Bulbs
● Extension of the sidewalk at a bus stop that creates 

additional waiting area and space for street furniture.

● Formalizes existing “in-lane” bus stops - buses stop 
and board passengers without having to pull out of 
and back into traffic. This is proven to improve bus 
speed and reliability.

● Encourages vehicles to make slower and more 
careful turns.

● Where possible, bus stops will be relocated to after 
the traffic light, which provides additional safety by 
having people cross behind the bus, not in front of it.  

Project Features



New Traffic Signals

Protected Left Turn Signals

Reduces conflicts and confusion at intersections 
for all users and provides people walking with 
dedicated crossing opportunities.

Provides drivers turning left with an opportunity to 
turn while opposing traffic and pedestrians are 
stopped, resulting in a significant reduction in 
conflicts among people driving and walking. 

Project Features



Pedestrian Hybrid Beacons
● A traffic signal that allows pedestrians to cross 

the street safely by pushing a button that 
activates a red light to stop traffic. 

● Provides more crossing opportunities where 
currently there are long stretches between 
signals.

● Increases driver compliance and pedestrian 
visibility at existing marked crossings.

● Can be combined with a median island for 
additional protection while crossing.

● Locations with pedestrian hybrid beacons see 
69% fewer crashes after implementation.

Project Features



Intersection Medians
● Concrete islands located across unsignalized 

intersections with side streets.

● Eliminate challenging left turns to/from side 
streets, and prevent sudden stops on Western. 

● Better organize vehicle movements at offset 
(jogged) intersections.

● Opportunity for planting or pedestrian refuge in 
some locations.

● Can serve as refuge area for pedestrians when 
paired with a pedestrian crossing.

● May result in elimination of on-street parking in 
some locations.

Project Features



Continuous Median
● Continuous concrete median separating 

north and south traffic on Western.

● Calms traffic by visually narrowing the 
street, and prevents unexpected U-turns.

● Constructed within existing center turn lane 
between 92nd St and 96th St.

● Can include trees, other planting, art, and/or 
neighborhood signage.

Project Features



Speed Tables

● A  type of speed hump that is larger and 
flatter, designed to slow traffic on streets 
with higher speeds.

● Specific locations to be determined later, 
based on street conditions.

Project Features



Street Trees
● Street trees provide shade for pedestrians 

along the sidewalk.

● Trees to be planted throughout the corridor.

Pedestrian-Scale Lighting
● Pedestrian-scaled lights improve safety and 

comfort for people walking at night by aiming 
light at the sidewalk, rather than the street.

● To be installed at bus stops and throughout 
the corridor.

Project Features



● Sloped concrete ramp leading from a sidewalk down to 
the street, usually at a crosswalk.

● All curb ramps along Western Ave to be upgraded to 
current accessibility standards

Curb Ramps

Bus Shelters
● Bus shelters provide shade and protection from rain for 

passengers waiting for a bus. They often include a bench 
and bus route information.

● Project will add (or upgrade) bus shelters at all bus stops 
within the project area

Project Features



Project Features: A Closer Look

Bus Bulbs

Curb Extensions



Project Features: A Closer Look

Intersection Median

Pedestrian Hybrid Beacon
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Proposed Concept: 
MLK Jr Blvd to 48th St

Bus Bulbs

Pedestrian Hybrid Beacons

Curb Extensions

Protected Left Turn Signal

New Traffic Signal

Intersection Median

Continuous Median
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Proposed Concept: 
48th St to Slauson Ave

Bus Bulbs

Pedestrian Hybrid Beacons

Curb Extensions

Protected Left Turn Signal

New Traffic Signal

Intersection Median

Continuous Median
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Proposed Concept: 
Slauson Ave to Florence Ave

Bus Bulbs

Pedestrian Hybrid Beacons

Curb Extensions

Protected Left Turn Signal

New Traffic Signal

Intersection Median

Continuous Median



27

Proposed Concept: 
Florence Ave to Manchester Ave

Bus Bulbs

Pedestrian Hybrid Beacons

Curb Extensions

Protected Left Turn Signal

New Traffic Signal

Intersection Median

Continuous Median
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Proposed Concept: 
Manchester Ave to Century Blvd

Bus Bulbs

Pedestrian Hybrid Beacons

Curb Extensions

Protected Left Turn Signal

New Traffic Signal

Intersection Median

Continuous Median



Strategies
● Provide a calm, comfortable biking experience on 

Gramercy and Denker, as an alternative to riding on 
Western Ave and a way to connect to parks and schools

● Reduce speeds and volumes on Gramercy and Denker 
and improve “stressful” crossings where they intersect 
with major streets

● Connect to and leverage the forthcoming Slauson Active 
Transportation Corridor (Rail to Rail)

● Mark recommended bike route with consistent signage

● Create safer transitions for people on bikes from 
neighborhood streets to Western Ave

Western Ave

Denker Ave

Gramercy Pl

Proposed Concepts: Neighborhood Bicycle Network



Neighborhood Network Map

Proposed Concepts: Neighborhood Bicycle Network



Proposed Intersection Treatment: Denker Ave + 48th St

● Median islands on 48th St restrict 
vehicles from turning left onto Denker 
Ave, reducing volumes and cut-through 
traffic and creating  a safer, more 
comfortable experience crossing on 
bike.

● Corner curb extensions create a more 
people-focused intersection and slow 
down turning vehicles.

Proposed Concepts: Neighborhood Bicycle Network



Proposed Intersection Treatments: Gramercy Pl + 67th St
● Diagonal diverter limits vehicle traffic on 

both streets by requiring all traffic turn right 
while maintaining access for people 
walking, bicycling, and emergency vehicles.

● Reduces volumes and speeds and 
eliminates potential intersection conflicts

Proposed Concepts: Neighborhood Bicycle Network



Proposed Intersection Treatments: Gramercy Pl + 92nd St

● Median islands across entire intersection 
restrict vehicles from turning left from 92nd 
St and going through on Gramercy Pl, while 
maintaining access for people on bikes.

● Reduces volumes and cut-through traffic on 
Gramercy Pl and creates a safer, more 
comfortable experience crossing on bike.

Proposed Concepts: Neighborhood Bicycle Network



Bicycle Boxes
● Clearly marked space at front of an 

intersection for people on bikes to wait and 
avoid collisions with turning vehicles.

● In-pavement loop detectors trigger signal 
(avoid having to push a button).

● “No Right Turn on Red” restriction for 
additional safety for both pedestrians and 
people on bikes

Proposed Concepts: Neighborhood Bicycle Network



Wayfinding

● Comprehensive signage to identify bike 
routes and guide people to nearby 
destinations along those bicycle routes

● Pavement markings (sharrows) also help 
identify the route and signal to drivers to 
expect bicyclists on these streets.

Proposed Concepts: Neighborhood Bicycle Network



Proposed Concepts

What do you think?

Take the survey at ladot.lacity.org/western

Need more info? You can also view the detailed project 
maps at ladotlivablestreets.org/projects/western

Questions? Contact us at visionzero@lacity.org

http://ladot.lacity.org/western
http://ladotlivablestreets.org/projects/western

